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It would appear, however, that the Buddhists must have
adopted and altered the legend to do honour to their great
teacher, for Hwen Thsang records that outside the town there
was a Ndga-hrada, or "serpent tank/' near which Buddha had
preached the law for seven days in favour of the serpent king,
and that the spot was marked by a stupa of King Asoka.1
Now, as the only existing stupa at this place is called Ckattr,
I infer that the Buddhist legend represented the Ndga king
after his conversion as forming a canopy over Buddha with
his expanded hood. I think, also, that the stupa erected on
the spot where the conversion took place would naturally have
been called Ahi-chhatra, or the 'serpent canopy/' A similar
story is told at Buddha Gaya of the Naga King Muchalmda,
who, with his expanded hood, sheltered Buddha from the
shower of rain produced by the malignant demon M&ra.

The account of Ahi-chhatra given by Hwen Thsang is
unfortunately very meagre, otherwise we might most probably
have identified many of the existing ruins with the Buddhist
works of an early age. The capital was 17 or 18 K or just
three mfles in circuit, and was defended by natural obstacles.
It possessed 12 monasteries, containing about 1000 monks,
and 9 Brahmanical temples, with about 300 worshippers of
Iswwa Deva (Siva), who smeared their bodies with ashes.
The stupa near the serpent tank, outside the town* has
already been mentioned. Close beside it, there were four
small stupas built on the spots where the four previous
Buddhas had either sat or walked. Both the size and the
peculiar position of the ruined fortress of Ahi-chhatra agree so
exactly with Hwen Thsang's description of the ancient Ahi-
chhatra, that there can be no doubt whatever of their identity.
The circuit of the walls, as they stand at present, is 19,400
feet, or upwards of 3} miles. The shape may be described as
an irregular right-angled triangle, the west side being 5600 feet
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